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“Do not be afraid of those who kill the body but cannot kill the soul.  Rather, be afraid of 

the One who can destroy both soul and body in hell.”  (Matt10:28 NIV) 

 

“To everything there is a season,  A time for every purpose under Heaven: 

A time to be born and a time to die.”  (Eccles  3:1-2) 

 

‘And it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment.” ( Heb.  9:27) 

 

In our culture death is an uncomfortable subject to think or talk about, even though it is 

inevitable for all of us blessed with the gift of life.   When touched by the loss or 

impending loss of a loved one, there comes a time for each of us to appropriately 

process our thoughts on the topic of death, seeking God’s perfect plan. 

Death for the Christian cuts the cord that holds us captive in this present evil world so that 

angels may transport believers to their heavenly inheritance.  Death is the gentle voice of 

the King inviting us to non-stop passage into the banquet house of the world of glory.   

However, in the last days before a Christian goes to be with the Lord, Satan will seek to 

steal his peace.  The weakness caused by disease or pain, the confusion of the mind, 

may cause even the greatest saints to have moments of doubt, frequently seeking 

assurance of his eternal salvation and the Lord’s nearness.  And loved ones should be 

available to offer help.  Jesus, God the Son, said in Mathew 28: “Lo, I am with you always, 

even to the end of the age.” 

When the final moments come, the power of God will conquer and the believer will 

enjoy the comfort of His loving arms.  Until that time comes, it is so important that loved 

ones are aware (look for) the signs of impending death of our loved one and help them 

with the comfort, love, and understanding of Christ. 

 

PRESCRIPTION FOR A PEACEFUL DEATH 

 

The Book of the Craft of Dying, an ancient work by an unknown author discusses five 

principal temptations confronting the dying believer: 

 

1. Faith must be maintained.  This is what so many seek, when doubt clouds the mind as 

the last hour approaches.  It does not seem to matter how long the   Christian has 

walked in the path of faith.  We are all like children who constantly need to be told that 

we are loved.  Family and friends should provide this assurance with loving words and 

promises from His Word.  Phil 4:6-7 says, “Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by 

prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;  

and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and 

minds through Christ Jesus.” NKJV 

2. Desperation must be avoided.  Another wile of the devil is to bring up past sins        and 

parade them before the mind of the Christian.  We have been forgiven, and there is    no  

need to pull out the past and review it morbidly.  “Everyone who believes in Him receives 

forgiveness of sins though His name.” (Acts 10:43) 

3. Impatience must be avoided. When we come to die of old age or disease or 

accident, we should await the final outcome patiently. Dr. Bob Pierce, who was founder 

of World Vision and Samaritan’s Purse, in the last hours of his life, wrote, “Now I am living 

totally in ‘God Room.’  No known human skill can further prolong my life and I am 



gloriously living and working in that space reaching beyond the utmost man and science 

can do.  This is the area where miracles begin.  If the greatest human skills and genius 

can do it, God is not required and it is no miracle.  Miracles only begin at the point just 

beyond all furthest stretch of human ingenuity and possibility of accomplishment.  That is 

God Room.  Our goal is to be patient, but hopeful, to the end. 

4. Complacence must not rule.  We know that faith in Christ is lifeless unless expressed in 

works of love.  So when Satan can’t shake the faith of a believer, nor cause him to 

despair or be impatient, he may tempt him through spiritual pride.  “Look how many 

good deeds I have done, how great my service has been for the Lord,” may be the 

boast.  But we are taught in the Scriptures that we are saved by grace, through faith, it is 

a gift of God, so that no one can boast. (Eph 2:8-9) 

5. The temporal must not dominate.  We are all so possessed by our possessions and 

absorbed in our earthly obligations that we set our minds on temporal and    

impermanent things, rather than fully committing ourselves to Father God, God the Son, 

and the Holy Spirit. 

 

We may not encounter any of these temptations, but if we do, we must remember that 

the Bible says, ”No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and 

God is faithful who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able; but with 

the temptation will provide the way of escape also, that you may be able to endure it.” 

 (1 Corinthians 10:13, NASB) 

 

 ETERNITY 

The Book of Revelation is alive with detailed descriptions of the Heavenly Paradise 

believers will inherit. Delight in it as you read that book. 

We pray that we may be like evangelist D.L. Moody, when he was aware that death was 

at hand, said ,”Earth recedes, heaven opens before me.”  …it is beautiful, it is like a 

trance.  If this is death, it is sweet.  There is no valley here.  God is calling me, and I must 

go.”  After having been given up for dead, Moody revived to indicate that God had 

permitted him to see beyond that thin veil separating the seen from the unseen world.  

He had been “within the gates, and beyond the portals,” and had caught a glimpse of 

familiar faces whom he had “loved long since and lost awhile.”  Earlier in his ministry he 

had proclaimed that at the moment of death he would be more alive than he was at 

that moment.  He said that he shall go up higher, out of this old clay tenement into a 

house that is immortal; a body that death cannot touch, that sin cannot taint, a body 

fashioned like unto the glorious body of Jesus…That which is born of flesh may die.  That 

which is born of the Spirit will live forever.”  (The Life of Dwight L. Moody by W.R. Moody). 

 

There is no more urgent and critical question in life than that of your personal relationship 

with God and your eternal salvation.  It is what you are in Jesus Christ, God the Son, that 

comes first, and that when you hear and follow Him, you will do the things which please 

Him.  “God has given us eternal life, and this life is in His Son.  He who has the Son has life; 

he who does not have the Son of God does not have life.  I write these things to you who 

believe in the name of the Son of God so that you may know that you have eternal life. 

(1 John 5:11-13.) 

May God bless you as you commit your life to Christ and follow Him every day.  And as 

you face that day in the future when God will call you to be with Him forever in heaven, 

may you say with the apostle Paul, “I know whom I have believed, and am convinced 

that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him for that day.” ( 2 Timothy 1:12) 

 

Excerpts taken from Angels: God’s Secret Agents and Death and the Life After by Billy 

Graham 


